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Chart 2: NEWS thresholds and triggers

NEW score Clinical risk Response

Aggregate score 0–4 Low Ward-based response

Red score Low–medium Urgent ward-based response*
Score of 3 in any individual parameter

Aggregate score 5–6 Medium Key threshold for urgent response*

Aggregate score 7 or more High Urgent or emergency response**

* Response by a clinician or team with competence in the assessment and treatment of acutely ill patients and in recognising when the

escalation of care to a critical care team is appropriate.

**The response team must also include staff with critical care skills, including airway management.




